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ROYAL INSTITUTION.-The Friday evening dis-
course at the Royal Institution on March 23rd was delivered
by Sir Andrew Noble, the subject being Some Modern Explo-
sives. The discourse was an elaborate exposition of the use
of explosives in artillery. It was mentioned that cordite, the
explosive at present employed, produced a muzzle velocity
of the projectile nearly double that obtained with the powder
used 40 or 50 years ago.

WEST CORNWALL WOMEN’S HOSPITAL, REDRUTH.
-The annual meeting of governors and others interested
in this institution was held on March 13th. The medical
report stated that 127 women had been admitted during
1899 and 19 children since the opening of the children’s
ward last July. The financial statement showed that the
income amounted to .f.410 and that a favourable balance of
,S25 remained.

HEALTH OF LAUNCESTON.&mdash;The annual report
of the medical officer of health (Dr. C. G. Gibson) for 1899
states that there were 61 births, giving a rate of 14’02 per
1000; the deaths numbered 75, being a rate of 17-26 per 1000.
The zymotic death-rate was 0 23 per 1000. Dr. Gibson draws
attention to the astonishingly low birth-rate, and adds that a
decrease of the population had to be recorded, instead of an
increase as in former years. The medical officer of health
further states that not a single case of typhoid fever
had originated in Launceston since 1893. The new sewage
works were now in good abworking order and giving satis-
faction.

PRESENTATIONS TO MEDICAL MEN. - On
March 15th Mr. Thomas Hamilton, M.B., C.M. Glasg., on
the occasion of his leaving his native town, Dalry, Ayrshire,
where he has successfully practised for some years, was
presented by his numerous patients and friends, who
appreciated his worth and medical skill, with a silver
cigarette-case and a purse of sovereigns and a pearl
brooch for Mrs. Hamilton.-Before leaving for the front,
South Africa, Mr. William Wellington Lake, M.R.C.S. Eng.,
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel, Militia Medical Staff Corps,
was the recipient of a presentation from the officers
of the Isolation Hospital, Guildford, and the clerk
to the Joint Hospital. He has discharged the duties of
medical officer at the hospital for some years and
the subscribers desired to give him some, though small,
tangible token of their esteem and regard. The presentation
was made privately, on their behalf, by the superintendent
of the hospital and consisted of a silver-mounted spirit
cabinet.-On March 20th, at Pagani’s Restaurant, Great
Portland-street, W., a presentation of a gold watch and
chain and silver cigarette-case was made to Dr. Major
Greenwood, honorary secretary of the Brussels Medical
Graduates’ Association, by Dr. Danford Thomas, coroner

for Central London and Middlesex, in the name of the
members of that association, in recognition of Dr. Green-
wood’s services. Dr. Charles Burland, President of the

association, was in the chair, and many other members and
friends were present. The inscription on the watch is as
follows: "Presented to Dr. M. Greenwood by members of
the -B.M.G.A., as a token of their high regard and a

slight recognition of valuable services as Hon. Secretary.-
March, 1900."-At the annual dinner of the students of the
Durham University College of Medicine, held on March 23rd,
at the H6tel Metropole, Newcastle, Dr. F. Page was pre-
sented with a testimonial on his retirement from the post of
surgeon to the Newcastle Infirmary. The testimonial con-
sisted of a five-light candelabra and six candlesticks to
match, in Corinthian design, together with three silver
dessert dishes.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

The Lunacy Board in Scotland.
THE Bill of the Government dealing with salaries, &c., in connexion

with the Lunacy Board in Scotland is likely to be keenly opposed.
Strong objection is felt to the proposal to attach a salary or remune-
ration to the office of chairman of the Board, which until now has been
an unpaid appointment.

The Sale of Undersized Fish.
The Government has introduced again a Bill to prevent the sale of

immature fish. The Bill follows very closely the recommendations of
the Select Committee which a few years ago inquired into the subject
and obtained valuable evidence as to the wanton and wholesale destruc-
tion of undersized fish. The advocacy of the measure is in the hands
of Mr. Ritchie, President of the Board of Trade.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TUESDAY, MARCH 20TH.

The War Office and Civil Hospital.
SIR EDGAR VINCENT asked the Under Secretary of State for War

when it would be possible to give a decided answer to the offer made on
Dec. 21st last by the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital to take in 20
sick and wounded men of the Devon Regiment on their return from
active service.-Mr. WYNDHAM: There has been some misapprehension
on this point and I should like, if the House will allow me, to explain it
rather fully. It was apprehended that the accommodation of the
military hospitals might prove insufficient for the number of invalids
arriving from South Africa. A circular was accordingly sent by the
War Office to the various town and county hospitals to ascertain what
number of beds could, if need should arise, be assigned to military
patients. Our intention is to use these beds only as a reserve when the
military hospitals are full. In many cases, including the Royal Devon
and Exeter Hospital, we were met by the generous offer of a number of
free beds. But the military hospitals are not yet full; only about 2000
invalids have so far arrived from South Africa and many of these have
already been sent on sick furlough, so that it is impossible to say when
or where recourse must be had to civil hospitals. There is, however, no
necessity for keeping beds vacant in any civil hospital, since we propose
to give 10 days’ or a fortnight’s notice in every case.

THURSDAY, MARCH 22ND.

The Infliction of Corporal PUni8hmfmt in Prisons.
Sir CHARLES CAMERON asked the Home Secretary whether there

were any and if so what regulations providing for the special
medical examination of persons sentenced to flogging as to their
fitness to undergo such punishment before it was inflicted; whether
the gaol surgeon or any other officer had power to suspend or dispense
with such a sentence, if in his opinion the constitution of the person
sentenced to flogging was not fit to bear it; and what precau-
tions were taken and in whom was the duty vested to ascertain
whether juvenile offenders sentenced to whipping were able to bear
it without danger to health.-Sir MATTHEW WHITE RiDLEYs
Rule 87 (Local Prisons Rules) directs that corporal punishment
shall not be inflicted unless the medical officer has certified
that the prisoner is in a fit condition to undergo the punish-
ment. Rule 182 also directs that before a prisoner is subjected
to corporal punishment the medical officer shall examine him
and certify whether or not he is fit for the punishment. Rule 182
further directs that the instructions of the medical officer for prevent-
ing injury to health by corporal punishment shall be obeyed. These
rules apply also to juvenile offenders sentenced to whipping when such
whipping is carried out by the prison authorities. Whippings adminis-
tered by the police are subject to similar police regulations. The rules
for convict prisons contain similar provisions to those in force in local
prisons with respect to convicts ordered to be flogged for prison
offences.

The Boots of the Soldiers in South Africa.
Mr. Powxt.z WILLIAMS, answering a question on this subject

addressed to him by General RUSSELL, said: The foreign service hand-
sewn, steel-billed boots and the hob-nailed boots received from India and
Egypt have proved satisfactory for infantry, but Lord Roberts has com-
plained of the home pattern clump-soled boot. We have sent out in
round numbers 108,000 home and 132,000 foreign pattern, and more will
be sent as fast as they can be procured. The hand. sewn boot trade
seems to be an expiring industry, and we are endeavouring to obtain a
pattern of machine-sewn boot which shall be equally suitable for home
or foreign wear.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23RD.

The Petroleuna Question.
Mr. CHANNING asked the Home Secretary whether he was aware that

the Public Control Committee of the London County Council had
stated in their report that the decrease of fatal lamp accidents in
London from 34 in 1898 to 23 in 1899 might probably be traced to the
increased quantity of high-flash Russian oil now being imported into
London and to the decreased use of low-flash American oils; and
whether he would bring in a Bill to raise the flash-point in accordance
with the public opinion thus indicated.-Sir MATTHEW WHITE
RIDLEY : The report referred to has been brought to my notice, but its
contents hardly appear to afford sufficient data to warrant the con-
clusions suggested in the question. As to legislation, I must repeat
that I can give no undertaking.

The High Death-rate in D1tblin: : Suggested Explanation.
Mr. T. M. HEALY asked the President of the Board of Trade if his

attention had been called to the published report of Professor
E. Reynolds, of Trinity College, Dublin, warning the public of his
discovery that the Dublin Gas Company, without notice to the citizens
or the corporation, had turned 17 per cent. of carbon monoxide into
their mains; did the Board of Trade receive any notice of this inter-
mixture of water-gas with coal-gas in Dublin; was he aware that
water-gas was the most deadly gaseous poison known, was absolutely
fatal to animal life, and that its use as an illuminant had been made
illegal in many American States ; was he aware that leakages from the
Dublin mains were constant and that since the introduction of water-
gas the death-rate amongst the population had risen so enormously
that the Lord Lieutenant had appointed a commission to investi-
gate the cause ; had he any information to show whether the
poison from water-gas was cumulative in the human system and
whether any remedy known to science existed for even cases of partial
poisoning; and would the Government take any steps to protect the
public from the admixture of this product with ordinary coal-gas.-
Mr. RITCHIE : I have not seen the published report to which the hon.
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and learned Member refers, but I understand that Professor Reynolds
in a lecture at Trinity College recently made some observations as to
the increased proportion of carbonic oxide in the gas supplied in Dublin
due to the admixture of carburetted water-gas with coal-gas. The
Board of Trade received no notice of the intention of the gas company
to make any alteration in the nature of the gas nor are the company
required to give such notice, but they have now informed the Board
that the plans of the necessary works were submitted to the corpora-
tion and their purpose explained. I am not aware that the use of water-
gas has been made illegal in any American State, but from the report
issued last year of a Home Office Departmental Committee which
inquired into the question of the supply of water-gas it appears that
in the United States carburetted water-gas is very largelv used and
formed in 1896 about 70 per cent. of the total gas-supply. The hon. and
learned Member will by a perusal of the report obtain much information
with reference to this interesting subject which it is impossible to sum-
marise in an answer to his question. The Local Government Board for
Ireland inform me that they are not aware whether the high death-rate
is in any degree attributable to the alleged leakage of gas. The com-
mission appointed by the Lord Lieutenant has directed its inquiries
into the general causes of the death-rate, and pending the report of the
commission that Board can express no definite opinion on the point.

MONDAY, MARCH 26TH.
A Guy’s Hospital Case.

Mr. CHANNING asked the Home Secretary whether his attention had
been called to the evidence given at a coroner’s inquest at Bermondsey
on Friday, March 15th, on an infant named Mabel Blanch, that the
child was seen and prescribed for by an unqualified student at Guy’s
Hospital, and subsequently died; and whether he would make a repre-
sentation to the authorities of Guy’s Hospital that effect should forth-
with be given to the rider of the jury that patients should in every case
be examined by a qualified medical man and a record kept of the
prescriptions.-Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: I find that the facts are
as stated in the question, except that the jury do not appear to have
believed that any prescription was given. I am assured by the
authorities of Guy’s Hospital that it is entirely against the regulations
for unqualified students to treat patients on their own responsibility,
and that on the day following the child’s death the case was brought
before them and the student dealt with by them.

London Telegraphists and Medical Attendance.
Mr. M’GnEE asked the Secretary to the Treasury, as representing the

Postmaster-General, whether London telegraph clerks were entitled to
free medical attendance, and whether the official doctors’ officers visit
patients who could not leave their homes ; and whether the Postmaster-
General would take steps to make adequate provision for giving the
London telegraphists free medical attendance, in accordance with the
statement made in the Parliamentary Return issued on the motion of
the member for the Blackfriars Division of Glasgow in 1898.-Mr.
HANBURY : There are no persons called telegraph clerks in London. The
London telegraphists whose salaries are not over 2160 a year are allowed
free medical attendance at their offices or at their homes provided that I,
the homes are within the prescribed limit of three miles from the head
office of the district in which they are employed. If they reside
beyond this limit they are entitled to receive advice and medicine on
application at the surgery of the medical officer.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28TH.

Corporal Punishment.
At this sitting the House debated a Bill to consolidate the law with

regard to corporal punishment and to give Her Majesty’s judges and
chairmen of Quarter Sessions power to order it in certain cases of
violence towards women and children. The HOME SECRETARY and other
prominent Members opposed the Bill as a retrograde step, and the
House rejected it by 195 votes to 72.

THE MIDWIVES BILL.

PASSAGE THROUGH THE STANDING COMMITTEE.
The Midwives Bill has passed through the Standing Committee of

the House of Commons on Law and now awaits the report stage. Its

position, therefore, is one of great advantage, and, indeed, the medical
profession may reckon on the Bill becoming an Act before the close of
the session. The proceedings in the Standing Committee occupied two
days, and while they were marked by great zeal and activity on the
part of the promoters and their friends, the same cannot be
said of the critics of the Bill or of those to whom they naturally
looked for assistance and encouragement. The small space in the
rear of the hall allocated to the public was crowded with ladies and
gentlemen prominently identified with the movement for this class of
legislation and from time to time members of the Committee interested
in the passage of the Bill came to them, if not for instructions, at any
rate for aid in the conduct of their case. No such aid appeared to be
available for the other side. On the Committee itself there were few
medical members, only Dr. Ambrose and Sir George Pilkington. The
latter attended the first day and moved a number or amendments, but
the former put in an appearance on neither occasion. Apart from Sir
George Pilkington most of the criticism of the Bill was done by Mr.
Lloyd-George and Mr. T. P. O’Connor, who showed a very keen and
intelligent appreciation of its tendencies.

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE.

THURSDAY, MARCH 2&XD.
After midnight at this sitting the House went into Committee " to

consider of authorising the payment out of moneys to be provided by
Parliament of such expenses as the Treasury may certify to have been
necessarily incurred by the General Medical Council under any Act of

the present session to secure the better training of midwives and to
regulate their practice."
Mr. T. M. HEALY took exception to the subject being discussed now

when the Bill itself had not been considered by the Standing Com-
mittee. He thought it was a strong thing to assume that the Standing
Committee would pass the Bill and pass it in a shape which would
require a money vote for the General Medical Council. It would, in
his opinion, be much more satisfactory to wait and see what was done
with the Bill in the Standing Committee.

Sir JOHN GORST, who had charge of the business, said this was merely
a formal proceeding rendered necessary by the fact of money being
required to carry out the Act. The Bill in question was a measure
about which there had been a great deal of negotiation and an agree-
ment had been come to that certain small expenditure which would be
borne by the General Medical Council should be met by the Government.
The private Members who promoted the Bill could not possibly move
such a resolution as this, and he as a representative of the Government
was moving it in order to carry out the agreement come to. It would
be for the House to discuss the proposal in Committee and afterwards
on report.
Mr. HEALY said that while he did not wish to interfere with any

arrangement come to he felt that any action taken now would prejudge
the case. In the Standing Committee it might be said that the House
had already voted, and voted cheerfully, this money.
Mr. DALY expressed the opinion that it would be a bad precedent.
The CHAIRMAN asked the hon. Member whether he objected to the

resolution being taken.
Mr. DALY replied in the affirmative.
According to the rules of the House, it being after midnight and

objection being taken, the business stood adjourned.

PROCEEDINGS IN THE STANDING COMMITTEE.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23RD.
The Standing Committee on Law of the House of Commons met to-

day, with Mr. LAWRENCE HARDY in the chair, and proceeded with the
consideration of the Bill.
Clause 1 as printed said " this Act may for all purposes be cited as the

Midwives Act, 1900. It shall come into force on the first day of April,
1901."
Mr. T. P. O’CONNOR, on behalf of Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE, moved to leave

out " midwives " and insert "midwifery nurses." The members of the
Committee, he said, were aware that the main objection of the medical
profession, or at any rate of the great majority of that profession, was
that this measure would transform the midwife and give her all the
privileges of a medical man, and the purpose of this amendment was
to make it clear that midwives were nurses and not medical
practitioners.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE, the Member in charge of the Bill, said

that if he and his friends were to accept this amendment the whole
character of the measure would be altered. He would not occupy the
time of the Committee with argument, but simply say that the term
"midwife" was well understood and that in his opinion the fears of the
hon. Members were groundless.
Dr. COMMINS, supporting the amendment, said that in the public

mind there would be confusion as between the medical man qualified
after long study to practise midwifery, as well as medicine and surgery,
and the midwife certified under this Act. In these circumstances he
regarded the amendment as absolutely necessary.
Mr. HAZELL submitted that the danger apprehended by the movers

of the amendment was sufficiently safeguarded by Section 4, where the
Central Midwives Board was directed to make rules regulating, super-

vising, and restricting within due limits the practice of midwives.Mr. LzoYD-GEORGE said that the Bill in its present shape made a
serious alteration in the law. The state of the law was that no un-

qualified practitioner could practise midwifery. Even the qualified
practitioner could not employ an unqualified doctor, no matter how
great the experience of the latter in midwifery cases, to assist him in
his work. If the qualified practitioner did so he was liable to be
dismissed from the profession for infamous conduct in a professionalrespect. Such cases had occurred in the mining districts of Wales and
the medical men concerned had been removed from the Medical
Register. According to this Bill they denied to the unqualified doctor,
no matter how great his experience, what they allowed to a midwife
with two or three months’ training. That was surely a mistake.
Indeed, he thought it an absurdity that midwives should be allowed to
act as responsible members of the medical profession, and he considered
the committee would do well to confine the operations of these women
to midwifery nursing. If this Bill were passed then the women in the
mining districts of Wales who were now attended by qualified medical
men would be attended by midwives registered and certified under
this Bill. He thought that very unfair, and he should like to know
whether the fashionable ladies who promoted this Bill would like to
have the experiment tried upon them. For himself he objected to the
experiment being tried upon the humbler classes of the community.

I Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON thought it was the duty of Parliament to
guard the poorer portion of the community against any possibility of
misunderstanding in these matters. He thought, too, that the different

classes of nurses should be distinguished.
Mr. VICARY GiBBS said that this was a Bill dealing with midwives

and he could not conceive why they should call the people concerned
by any other name than midwives. Manifestly those who moved this
amendment attacked the principle of the Bill.
Mr. GEORGE HARWOOD took the view that as they were creating a

new class of persons it was perfectly right and logical that they should
give them a new name. The name "midwife " suggested a person not
very capable, whereas these persons were to be properly trained, and
he thought in their own interests they should have a name making it
clear that they were duly qualified for their work.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE denied that the Bill created a new class of

persons. It simply provided that the existing class known as midwives
should have some training and show some evidence of competence
before carrying on the profession. He thought the report of the Select
Committee showed that medical men had nothing whatever to fear
from the competition of these women. Trained women knew when

they needed the assistance of the medical man and would send for
him, and by having trained women, and trained women only, much
suffering would be spared.
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6ir GEORC4E PILKINGTON said that the medical proieesion did not for
one moment fear competition. What they did fear was that poor
women would not receive proper skilled attention in their time of
trouble.
The amendment was then put to the Committee and rejected by 0

votes to 5.
Clause 2 in the Bill was in the following terms, viz.:-
2.-(1) From and after Jan. 1st, 1902, no woman shall be entitled to

take or use the name or title of midwife (either alone or in combination
with any other word or words), or any name, title, addition, or (iescrip-
tion implying that she is certified under this Act, or is qualified to act
as a midwife, unless she be certified under this Act.

(2) Any woman who, after Jan. 1st, 1902, not being certified under
this Act, shall take or use the name of midwife or any other such name,
title, addition, or description as aforesaid, or shall habituallv and for
gain attend women in childbirth, shall be liable on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding ,E5.

(3) No woman shall be certified under this Act until she has complied
with the rules and regulations to be laid down in pursuance of the terms
of this Act.

(4) No woman certified under this Act shall employ as her substitute,
or assistant, an uncertified person.

(5) The certificate under this Act shall not confer upon any woman
any right or title to be registered under the Medical Acts or to assume
any name, title, or designation implying that she is by law recognised
as a medical practitioner, or that she is qualified to grant any medical
certificate or any certificate of death or of stillbirth, or to attend
casts of abnormal labour, or of disease of, or danger to, the mother or
the child.
Oa the motion of Colonel MiLWARD it was agreed to alter the date

from Jan. 1st. 1902, to Jan. lst, 1903.
Colonel MILWARD moved to amend the second sub-section so as to

read: any woman who, &c., shall take or use the name of midwife or
any other such name, title, addition, or description as aforesaid and
shall habitually and for gain, &c. He said he was not prepared to go so
far as to say that no person except a registered midwife should be called
itB and the object of his amendment was to prevent the entire wiping
out of poor women who in rural districts gave assistance to lying-in
women.

Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said he had great sympathy with the object
of his hon. friend which he understood to be to protect the rights of
poorer women practising in villages to attend upon their neighbours at
necessary times, and if any amendment could be suggested which would
m-tke that absolutely clear it would have from the promoters of the
Bill their most anxious and most benevolent consideration. Women
engaged at the present time in practice were protected by Clause 3
which dealt with persons in bond-fide practice and bearing satisfactory
character.
Mr. HELDIER said that it was obvious that the clause in its present

form would cut out a large number of persons who at the present
moment were doing good work and therefore he should like to see it
amended.
Mr. VicARY GIBBS expressed the view that this amendment if passed

would knock the bottom out of the Bill. It would destroy what the
btrongest opponents of the measure recognise as its chief merit. Every-
body desired that the poor should be protected from incompetent quacks
and whatever might be the wishes of the mover of the amendment the
effect of what he proposed would be to leave them at the mercy of
these quacks. Therefore he hoped the amendment would not be pressed.

Colonel MILWARD explained that he considered the Bill too drastic in
its present shape, but as the hon. Member in charge of the Bill had
kindly said he would accept an amendment to carry out what he had
1 view-

Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE: Benevolently consider.
Colonel MILWARD: Benevolently consider ; quite so-he was willing

to withdraw the amendment.
Mr. T. P. O’CONNOR said that his position was not to weaken the

qualifications of midwives but to strengthen them. He thought it
could be shown that if this amendment were carrleel an unqualified
woman could very often practise midwifery if only she avoided calling
herself a midwife, and that surely was a fatal objection to the amend-
ment. Yet at the same time the promoters of the Bill must know that
if the measure passed in its present form a large number of women who
had done this duty as an act of neighbourliness and sometimes perhaps
as a small addition to their means would be excluded. He would ask
his hon. friend (Mr. Heywood Johnstone) to consider this and endeavour
to meet the case. It was demanded that lying-in women should be
attended only by a skilled midwife. If they had battalions of skilled
midwives ready to spread themselves through all the villages of the
country he could understand the Bill, but such was far from being the
case. There must be a very considerable interval before they could have
this strength of skilled midwives, and he thought his hon. friend
should come forward with some practical proposal and not be content
with benevolent consideration.
The amendment was then withdrawn.
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE moved to substitute " authorised " for " qualified "

in sub-section 5 of the clause.
Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON said that the word "qualified" was

calculated to deceive. It applied to a degree in a medical school
and he did not think it should be used in connexion with this Bill
at all.
The Committee agreed to the proposed alteration.
Colonel MILWARD moved to leave out all after the word " still-birth"

in sub-section five and to insert "and she shall apply for qualified
medical assistance in every case which presents abnormalitv, danger
or disease on the part of the mother or of the new-born child." "

Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said he was afraid that again he could
not accede to the wishes of his hon. friend. If this matter was to be
provided for at all it should be provided for in the rules made for the
guidance of midwives by the Central Midwives Board. He strongly
objected to placing upon one particular class of persons in the kingdom
a statutory responsibility to send for medical assistatce at this
particular juncture. If these women were properly trained, as this Bill
sought to ensure, then they would know when to send for medical
assistance. But why should they put upon them by statute an
obligation which they put upon no one else in the community ?
The amendment was withdrawn without further debate.
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE moved to insert at the end of the clause the

following words, viz.: ’And if any woman certificated under this Act

shall do or purport to do anything which by this sub-section it is
declared that her certificate does not confer upon her a right or title to
do, she shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
&pound;5. ."

Mr. ARTHUR ELLIOT said it appeared somewhat hard that a woman
should be penalised in the manner proposed if when trouble suddenly
arose she endeavoured to the best ot her ability to deal with it.
Mr. VICARY GIBBS said it might be necessary at a moment’s notice for

a midwife to do something in order to save life which would not be her
duty in ordinary circumstances. Did the opponents of the Bill mean
that she was to leave her patient to die, though measures for her pre-
servation were quite within her power ?
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said it appeared to him that the speeches to which

the Committee had just listened indicated what was the real object of
the promoters of the Bill. It was intended to set up a perfectly new
profession. The Bill proposed to register women who were really nurses
and it was obvious that the promoters contemplate that thesp women
should be a separate profession which was not recognised nominally by
the Bill. That went to the very root of his objection to the Bill and he
thought the promoters had given away their case. He would press the
matter now and if he were defeated he would press it agam in the
House of Commons.
’ Mr. PARKER SMITH thought the hon. Member hardly realised the
meaning of his amendment. The amendment proposed that if a woman
did anything which her certificate did not empower her to do she
should be liable to a penalty. She might go to a connnement which
was expected to be normal. It turned out to be abnormal and she sent
for a doctor. Before the doctor arrived it became absolutely necessary
that she should do something and if she did anything she became liable
to this penalty. This happened if she were an authorised person. But
if she were an unauthorised and uncertificated person she was liable to
no such penalty and might do what she liked.
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that the point was whether the woman

represented that she was authorised to do the thing. If she represented
that her certificate authorised her to do the thing when such was con-
trary to the fact then he certainly thought she should be punished.
Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said this amendment was obviously intended to

make as difficult as possible the benefits aimed at under this Bill. It
was an amendment framed in the interests of the medical profession
and he hoped the Committee would not accept it.
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE asked whether the promoters of the Bill would

accept an amendment which simply covered false representation.
Mr. VicARY GIBBS intimated that he for one would accept such an

amendment.
, 

Mr. T. P. 0’Coj!T?OR said he felt there was great force in the case
presented by Mr. Parker Smith, but while that was so he thought there
was a matter here which the promoters of the Bill ought to consider.
The objection of the opponents of the measure was that these midwives-
were not to be midwives and nurses, but medical practitioners with all
the rights of medical practitioners. It was quite true that a woman
was not, under her certificate, authorised to attend a case of abnormal
labour or of disease of, or danger to, the mother or the child, but the-
illustration given by Mr. Parker Smith showed that though she was not
authorised the woman might do it. Where, then, was the protection?
There ought surely to be some safeguard. At the very least it ought to
be put upon the midwife to prove that there was danger to mother or
child when she interfered. If the promoters did not put in some
proviso then they proved the whole case of the opponents that these
midwives were not merely doing ordinary midwife and nursing work,
but were assuming all the privileges and duties of medical practitioners.
The SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir ROBERT FINLAY) said that while he

understood what the mover of the amendment meant he did not think
that the words he had proposed brought out his meaning and he sug-
gested that in the meantime the amendment should be withdrawn,
leaving the matter to be dealt with in the House on the Report stage of
the Bill.
Mr. T. P. O’CONNOR thought the Committee should have a declara-

tion from the promoters of the Bill as to what they were prepared to do
in this connexion.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said that his view was that the Com-

mittee was now in a position to take a division upon the amendment
unless it were withdrawn. The amendment referred to a woman
certificated under the Act and Clause 4 provided for the making of
rules "regulating, supervising, and restricting within due limits the
practice of midwives." A rule made under this clause would, he
thought, amply meet all the difficulties and anxieties raised by hon.
Members.
Mr. PARKER SMITH said he certainly objected to a midwife holding

out that she wis capable of dealing with abnormal cases. He should
like to know whether under the general law a woman dealing with
dangerous cases would be in the same position whether licensed or
unlicensed, assuming she could not plead emergency and assuming she
had had ample notice and did not send for a doctor. He should like t"
ask the Solicitor-General whether it was necessary to have a special
penalty for such a case.
The SoztciTOx-GxrrxttaL replied that he did not think the existing

law would deal with this case unless provision were made for it. This
matter, however, might be provided for in a rule for the practice of
midwives. A rule in stringent terms might be framed providing that
any registered midwife who held herself out as qualified to do that
which she was not authorised to do, might have her certificate with-
drawn. Perhaps the promoters of the Bill would consider the point.
At the request of Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE the amendment was with-

drawn.
The Committee then proceeded to the consideration of Clause 3, the

terms of which were as follows, viz:-
3. Any woman who, within two years from the date of this Act

coming into operation, claims to be certified under this Act shall be
so certified provided she holds a certificate in midwifery from the
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland or from the Obstetrical Society
of London, or such other certificate as may be approved by the
Central Midwives Board, or produces evidence satisfactory to the
Board that at the passing of this Act she has been in bond-fide
practice as a midwife and that she bears a good character.

Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON moved to insert after " provided " the words
"that she bears a good character and that."
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE hoped the hon. Member would not press

this amendment because it really cast a slur upon the two bodies whose
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certificates under the Bill were to be accepted as sufficient for the quali-
fication of existicg midwives.
The amendment was not pressed.
Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON moveri to leave out the reference to the

Royal College of Physicians of Ireland and the Obstetrical Society of
London and make the clause simply run: Provided she holds a cer-
tificate in midwifery approved by the Central Midwives Boar.i, &c.
Mr. HEYWOOD JoHNSTONE said that the certificate of the Obstetrical

Society would cease to exist after the passing of this legislation. Since
1872 the society had been engaged in the voluntary work of examining
women who wished some certificate or qualification and he thought
it would be a somewhat ungracious thing to withhold recognition of
this work.
The amendment was rejected without a division.
The Committee then took up Clause 4, viz. :-
4 On the passing of this Act the President of the General Medical

Council shall take steps to secure the formation of a Central Midwives
Board which shall consist of-

(1) Four registered medical practitioners, one to be appointed by the
Royal College of Physicians of London, one by the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, one bv the Society of Apothecaries, and one by
the Incorporated Midwives Institute;

(2) Two persons (one of whom shall be’a woman) to be appointed for
terms of three years by the Lord President of the Council; and

(3) One ;person to be appointed for a term of three years by the
Association of County Councils.
After two years from the date of this Act coming into operation the

members appointed under subsection (1) shall retire but shall be
eligible for re-appointment annually. Any vacancy occurring by
resignation or death shall be filled up in the case of a member
appointed under subsections (1) and (3) by the body which appointed
him. and in the case of a member appointed under subsection (2) by the
Lord President of the Council.
The duties of the Board shall be as follows :-
I. To frame rules, subject to the approval of the General Medical

Council,
(a) regulating the issue of certificates and the conditions of admission

to the roll ;
(b) regulating the course of training and the conduct of exami-

nations ;
(c) regulating the admission to the roll of women already in practice

as midwives at the passing of this Act;
(d) regulating, supervising, and restricting within due limits the

practice of midwives;
(e) deciding the conditions under which midwives may be suspended

from practice ;
II. To appoint examiners ;
III. To decide upon the places where, and the times when, examina-

tions shall be held;
IV. To publish annually a roll of midwives who have been duly

certified under the Act :
V. To decide upon the removal from the roll of the name of any

midwife for disobeying the rules and regulatioos from time to time
l,aid down under this Act by the Central Midwives Board, or for other
misconduct, and also to decide upon the restoration to the roll of the
name of any midwife so removed ;
VI. To issue certificates.
And generally to do any other act or duty which may be necessary

for the due and proper carrying out of the provisions of this Act.
On the motion of Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON it was agreed to strike out

the words " the President of " in the first sentence of the clause.
Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON moved to make the first subsection read :

"Four registered medical practitioners to be appointed by the General
Medical Council as follows: one practising in the London and South-
eastern Registration Divisions, one practising in the South-Western,
West Midland, or Welsh Registration Divisions, one practising in the
Eastern, North Midland, or South Midland Registration Divisions, and
one practising in the Yorkshire or Northern Registration Divisions, as
from time to time defined by the Registrar-General." Sir George
Pilkington explained that the object of his amendment was to secure
for the Central Midwives Board thoroughly representative general
practitioners rather than men who occupv distinguished positions as
consultants and specialists, believing as he did that the tormer were
the better fitted for the work to be done.
Mr. HEYWOOD JoEtfSToE said he saw nothing in this amendment

which would favour the rank and file of the medical profession.
The amendment was withdrawn without further discussion.
Mr. ATHERLEy-JoXES moved the omission of the words "subject to

the approval of the General Medical Council." No doubt, he said,
there was great opposition to this measure by a considerable number of
practising medical men and the reason for that opposition was founded
upon the idea that by establishing under the sanction of Parliament a
class of certificated midwives the humbler classes of the community
would avail themselves of these registered midwives in preference to the
ordinary medical practitioner, and therefore the object of a very large
section of medical men was to try to impose as many restrictions and
ditficulties-

Several Members: No. No.
Mr. ATHSRLEt’-JoEs: I have had many communications with

merlical men in many parts of the country-to try to impose as many
restrictions and difficulties as possible in the way. The Bill provided
for the formation of a Central Midwives Board and the constitution of
that Biard provided that there should be four registered medical
practitioners, two persons who would probably be medical men
appointed by the Lord President of the Council, and one person who
might be a medical man appointed by the Association of County
Councils. It seemed to him that such a body ought to be perfectly
iitted for the purpose of framing rules without the assistance of the
General Medical Council, and he could not see why there should be a
sort of crayeriunc in imperio in such a matter. It had been pointed out
to him that by making these rules subject to the General Medical
Council they might have possibly vexatious, and at any rate restric-
tive, rules and regulations which would tend much to discourage the
employment of midwives. There could not be the slightest doubt that
to the working classes of this country it was a great boon to be able to
get that cheap and effective medical assistance which was provided by
a midwife in contradistinction to a medical man.
Mr. HEYWOOD JoHNSTOjfE said that the promoters could not accept

th’s amendment. All throughout it had been a condition that any

rules should’be made subject to the approval of the General Medical
Council. After the assistance the promoters had received from the
General Medical Council they could not in honour throw them over iu
the manner proposed.

Sir GEORG7f&deg;PtLxtNGTON said he felt sure that the General Medical
Council would be able to give excellent advice to the proposed board. He
greatly regretted that the hon. Member (Mr. Atherley-Jones) had found
it necessary to impute to the medical profession so low a motive in this
matter as to oust the midwife. The medical profession were only
anxious that poor women should have skilled attendance, the value of
which their education and training in medicine, surgery, and mid-

wifery enabled them to appreciate.
Mr. ATHKBLEY-JoNES said that after what had fallen from the

Member in charge of the Bill he would not press the amendment.
The amendment was accordingly withdrawn.
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE moved to insert in the subsection dealing with

removal from the roll these words: "And so that for the purposes of
this Act the omission to summon a registered medical practitioner in
a case of abnormal labour shall be deemed to be misconduct."
The hon. Member said that his object in moving this amendment was

to have it made clear that it was the duty of midwives to send for a
medical man in abnormal cases and that if they failed to do so it was at
their own peril.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said it appeared to him that it would be an

unfortunate thing to fix a statutory responsibility upon midwives
which could, he believed, very easily be fixed by rule. The rules to he
framed would naturally specify the occasions upon which the midwife
was to send for medical assistance.
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that in this matter he was rather inclined to

agree with the hon. Member and he would withdraw his amendment.Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON moved to insert the following additional sub-
section, viz. : "VII. At the discretion of the Board to inspect or cause
to be inspected from time to time any premises wherein any woman
receives or proposes to receive as a midwife a pregnant or lying-in
woman, and if such premises shall, in the opinion of the board, be fit
for the reception of a pregnant or lying-in woman the Board shall issue
a certificate to that effect upon payment by the midwife of such fee as
may be fixed by the Board, and shall enter such premises upon a register
to he kept by the Board."
Mr. PARKER SMITH said he scarcely saw how this would fit in with the

other functions of the Board.
Colonel MILWARD suggested that the power might be given to the

local supervising authority.
Sir FRANCIS PowELL, supporting this suggestion, said he did not see

how the Central Board in London could discharge this duty.
Mr. WARR appealed to the promoters of the Bill to give this im-

portant matter their serious consideration.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE replied that the matter would most

certainly be considered by them and they would be happy to receive
any suggestions.
The SOLICITOR-GENERAL said it might be well to consult the Loca

Government Board.
Meantime the amendment was withdrawn.
Clause 5 was passed by the Committee in the following amended

form, viz. :-
5. There shall be payable by every woman presenting herself for

examination or certificate such fee as the Central Midwives Board
may, with the approval of the General Medical Council, from time to
time determine, such fee not to exceed the sum of one guinea. All
such fees paid by existing midwives and by candidates for examination
shall be paid to the Central Midwives Board. The said Board shall
devote such fees to the payment of expenses connected with the
examination and certificate and to the general expenses of the Board.
The Board shall, as soon as practicable after the 31st day of December
in each year, publish a financial statement made up to that date and
certified by a chartered accountant as correct, showing the receipts and
expenditure, including liabilities, of the Board during the year. The
Board may apportion between the councils of the several counties and
county boroughs any balance against the Board shown in the financial
statement in proportion to the number of midwives licensed during
the year to practise in those areas respectively, and may recover from
the councils the sum so apportioned.
Mr. LLOYD-GEoR(4m moved to add to the clause the words : " The

general expenses of the Board shall include the payment to the
members thereof of remuneration for their services and reasonable
travelling expenses upon such a scale as may be approved by the
Treasury."
The bOLICITOR-GENERAL intimated that the Treasury objected to this

addition.
i Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that at present there was no machinery at all
in the Bill to fix the expenses.

Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said the intention of the promoters was
that the Board should be an unpaid board. The promoters had taken
the matter carefully into consideration. They were told that it would
be more acceptable to the profession if they had an opportunity of
doing honourable and valuable service of this sort without any possi-
bility of its being thrown in their teeth that they desired to be paid
ior it.
The amendment was rejected by 20 votes to 4.
Clause 6, giving power to county councils to contribute towards

making good any ftetioiency in the funds of the Board, was postponed.
Clauses 7 and 8, dealing respectively with the midwives roll and

the appointment of a secretary to the Board, were passed without
debate.
The Committee then proceeded to the consideration of Clause 9

which ran as follows in the Bill as printed, viz. :-
9. Every county council or council of a county borough throughout

England and Wales shall, on the date of this Act coming into

operation, constitute the local supervising authority over midwives
within the area of the said county or county borough. It shall be the

duty of the local supervising authority-
1. To issue licences.
2. To exercise general supervision over all midwives practising within

the prescribed area in accordance with the rules to be laid down. ii

under the provisions of this Act.
3. To investigate charges of malpractice, negligence, or misconduct

on the part of any miiwife practising within the district, and should
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a prima jacie case be established to report the same to the Central
Midwives Board.

4. To suspend any midwife from practice, in accordance with the
rules to be laid down by the Central Midwives Board and approved of
by the General Medical Council, if such suspension appears necessary
to prevent the spread of infection.

5. To report at once to the said Board the name of any midwife prac-
tising in the district convicted of a misdemeanour or felony.

6. During the month of January of each year to supply the secretary
of the Central Midwives Board with the names and addresses of all mid-
wives practising in the district and to keep a current copy of the mid-
wives roll accessible at all reasonable times for public inspection.

7. To report at once to the Central Midwives Board the death of any
midwife or any change in the name or address of any midwife in the
district so that the necessary alteration may be made in the roll.
Mr. LLOYD GEORGE moved to strike out of the first sentence the

word "constitute " and insert " appoint a committee of not fewer than
three registered medical practitioners, not teachers or examiners of mid-
wives, as." He thought it was obvious that for this purpose they should
have a medical committee.
Mr. ATHERLEY-JoNES said this amendment clearly demonstrated

what he had said, that there was an attempt on the part of a few
members of this Committee to so restrict the operation of the Act as
to make midwives unable to really serve a useful purpose. This amend-
ment was designed to put the midwives under the control of a rival
body of persons in the same county. He said so advisedly. He had
received numerous representations by medical men that the result of
passing this Bill would be to cause midwives to be employed in prefer-
ence to medical men. He hoped that the promoters of the Bill would resist
this amenciment. He really felt, in spite of what had been said by Sir
George Pilkington, that he (Mr. Atherley-Jones) was amply justified
in the observations he made as to the considerations which operated in
this matter.
Colonel MILWARD said he should be prepared to support a proposal

that one member of the authority should be a medical man.
Mr. PARKER SMITH thought they might leave the matter to the

discretion of the county council.
Sir GEORGE PILKINGTON said he felt sure the county council would

not leave out of account medical representation.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE thought they could trust to the good sense

and practical working of the county council. He could not associate
himself with the somewhat ungenerous remarks of the hon.
Member (Mr. Atherley-Jones) about the conduct of the medical pro-
fession. While honestly putting forward their views the medical
profession had given the promoters of the Bill the greatest possible
assistance.
Mr. VICARY GiBBS said he had conversed with many medical men on

the subject and he had not found amongst them any hostility to the
Bill. As for himself, he was supporting the Bill because he thought it
was in the interests of the very poor and not with the slightest feeling
of hostility to the medical profession.
Several Members expressed difficulty about the meaning of the word

constitute in the clause.
The CHAIRMAN suggested that it would facilitate debate if he put

from the chair the question that " constitute " stand part of the clause.
This question was put and the Committee decided that the word should

be removed from the clause.
The SOLICITOR-GENERAL suggested that the best way of meeting

the opinion of the Committee would be to say that the county council
should be the authority and to insert words to the effect that the county
council might appoint a committee not necessarily consisting of
members of the county council.
This suggestion commended itself to the Committee and was adopted,

Mr. Lloyd-George’s amendment being withdrawn.
A proposal by Colonel MILWARD for the framing of a scale of charges

for midwives was not passed.
The Committee then adjourned until Tuesday.

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23RD.
At ten minutes before midnight the"House again went into committee

on the resolution for making good to the General Medical Council any
expenses necessarily incurred under the proposed legislation. Mr. DALY
expressed objection to the resolution being passed and in Parlia-

mentary phrase "talked it out"-that is to say, continued speaking
until midnight, when by the rules of the House the debate stood

adjourned.

PROCEEDINGS IN THE STANDING COMMITTEE.

TUESDAY, MARCH 27TH.
The Standing Committee held another meeting to-day, with Mr.

LAWRENCE HARDY in the chair, and completed the consideration of the
Bill. There was some delay at the start owing to the absence of the
necessary quorum, but once the 20 members had been got together
the proceedings only occupied three-quarters of an hour.
On Clause 9 dealing with the local supervision of midwives
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE explained that as the clause stood it pro-

posed that it shall be the duty of the local supervising authority during
the month of January of each year to supply the Secretary of the
Central Midwives Board with the names and addresses of all midwives
practising in the district. He moved to alter the clause so as to
provide that the licence shall be taken out in the, month of January
each year and that the names and addresses shall be sent in during the
following month-namely. February.
The clause was amended in this sense.
Mr. WARR moved to insert words providing that "it shall be lawful

for the local supervising authority to make from time to time any
such order as to them seems fit for prescribing and regulating the re-
muneration of midwives practising in the district."

Sir FREDERICK GODSON said he thought the remuneration of mid-
wives should be left to the operation of the laws of supply and demand
and not fixed by the local supervising authority.
Mr. BONSOR spoke of the proposal as a retrograde step, as almost

going back to the days when the price of bread was regulated by some
constituted authority. He felt sure that in the towns competition
would practically settle the scale of charges, while in country villages

there would always be someone who would see that the people were not
overcharged.

Sir FREDERICK GODSON said that only on Saturday he was speaking
to one of the medical men in his district who was a very strong
supporter of the Bill generally, but who was certain that in the opinion
of the medical profession in the district such a clause as this would
do more harm than good.
Mr. VICARY GIBBS condemned the proposal as an extension of a

mischievous principle.
Colonel MILWARD thought it was absolutely necessary that in the

small villages poor women should have some protection against
extortionate charges.
Mr. HAZELL hoped the amendment would not be pressed. He feared

that in the case of a supervising authority whose opinion was that this
work should be done, not by midwives but by medical men, the charges
would be made so high that poor people would not be able to pay for
midwives.
The amendment was rejected by 19 votes to two.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE moved to insert "the local supervising

authority may delegate, with or without any restrictions or conditions
as they may think fit, any powers or duties conferred or imposed upon
them by or in pursuance of this Act, to a committee appointed by them
and consisting either wholly or partly of members of the council, and
the provisions of sub-sections one and two of section 82 of the Local
Government Act, 1888, shall apply to every committee appointed under
this section and to every council appointing the same."
The hon. Member explained that this provision was taken from the

Parish Councils Act of 1894. He had not specified any particular class
of physicians or otherwise from whom the ooopted members might be
drawn. He thought they could very safely leave that to the good
judgment and discretion of the county councils who knew what
material they had available for the work. The provisions mentioned in
the latter part of the amendment had reference to machinery, the
necessary quorum, place of meeting, chairman, and other details.
Mr. PARKER SMITH asked whether the provision would enable women

to serve upon the committee.
The SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir ROBERT FiNLAv) said the point might be

argued and therefore it would be better to put in express words.
The Committee agreed to insert "provided that women shall be

eligible to serve upon such committees" and with this addition the
amendment was adopted.
Colonel MILWARD suggested that some limit should be placed on the

size of the committees.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said he would not object to some limita-

tion.
Sir FRANCIS PowELL thought it would be better to leave the limit to

the discretion of the council.
The Committee endorsed this view.
Clause 10 proposed that a county council may delegate with or with-

out any restrictions or conditions as they may think fit any powers or
duties conferred or imposed upon them by or in pursuance of the
Act to any district council within the area of the county.
On the motion of Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE it was agreed to add :

"And the powers and duties so delegated may be exercised by a
committee appointed by such district council and consisting eitherwholly or partly of members of the district council." And on the
motion of the SOLICITOR-GENERAL to further add : "Any expenses
incurred by a district council in the execution of any powers or duties
so delegated shall, to an amount not exceeding such sum as may be
prescribed by the county council, be repaid to such district council as a
debt by the county council. Any excess above the sum so prescribed
shall be borne by the district council as part of their ordinary expenses.
The provisions of this section shall apply to the administrative county
of London in like manner as if each metropolitan borough were a county
district and the borough council were the district council of that
district."
In Clause 11, dealing with the midwives’ licence, amendments were

made to provide that the licence shall run until the end of January,
giving the woman the whole month in which to take out the new
licence.
Clause 12, which provides penalties, was altered, and instead of

making the offence of an unlicensed woman attending a patient a mis-
demeanour it was made a summary offence.
On the notice paper the following amendment stood opposite the

name of Sir George Pilkington, viz.: "Any woman, whether certified
or licensed under this Act or not, who after the first day of January,
1902, shall receive as a midwife, a pregnant or lying-in woman in
premises which shall not have been certified by the Board as fit for the
reception of such a woman under the provisions of this Act shall be
guilty of a misdemeanour, and on conviction on indictment shall be
liable at the discretion of the court to a fine not exceeding B10, or to
imprisonment for any term not exceeding two months with or without
hard labour, or to both fine and imprisonment, or on summary con-
viction to a fine not exceeding .EI0."

Sir George Pilkington was not present and accordingly the amend-
ment was passed over.
Clause 13, providing a penalty for wilful falsification of the roll, was

agreed to without discussion, and Clause 14, which deals with the
prosecution of offences, was amended in regard to certain details. The
wording of Clause 15, giving an appeal to the Privy Council in case of
disagreement between the General Medical Council and the Central
Midwives Board, was also slightly amended, while Clause 16, "Nothing
in this Act respecting midwives shall apply to legally qualified medical.
practitioners," was agreed to without debate.
On Clause 17, limiting the operation of the Act to England and pro-

viding that the General Medical Council shall act bv the English
Branch Council, which for all the purposes of the Act shall occupy the
place of the General Medical Council,
Mr. TENNANT advocated the extension of this legislation to Scotland

and said the promoters should either amend the present Bill with this
object or introduce a separate measure for Scotland.
Mr. PARKER SMITH, speaking in the same sense, said that this legis-

lation was quite as much if not more needed in Scotland than in
England.
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE said that he thought Scotland would be

better dealt with in another Bill. He only hoped that those who had
given such loyal help and assistance to this Bill would give the same
to a Scottish Bill. It was really very much a question of machinery
and they had not thought it desirable in this Bill to try to set up the
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machinery which they believed would be necessary for Scotland and
which, to some extent at all events, would differ from the machinery
for England. He therefore could not hold out any hopes of dealing
with Scotland on the report stage of this Bill, though he desired very
much to see a Bill on this subject dealing both with Scotland and
Ireland and also the Isle of Man.
The clause was then agreed to.
On the definition clause,
Mr. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE moved to alter the definition of the term

"midwife" so as to read "a woman who undertakes for reward to
attend women in childbirth where no registered medical practitioner
is engaged or employed." The effect of the amendment, he said, would
be broadly to define women who attended child-birth into two classes-
those who attended under the superintendence and regulation of a
registered medical practitioner and those who attended without such
superintendence and regulation. The women whose training they
wished to ensure and whose practice to regulate were the latter. This
definition would make it perfectly clear that they did not intend to
interfere in any way with the monthly nurse who was engaged with a
doctor to attend to a lying-in woman. 

___

The amendment was agreed to by the Committee. ;::----

The next notice on the paper was an amendment in the name of Sir
George Pilkington to make the definition read: " The term midwife’
m ans a woman who undertakes for gain and in accordance with the
provisions of this Act to attend women in natural labour but not in
cases which present difficulty, abnormality, danger, or disease on the
part of the mother or the new-born child."
Mr. ViCART GiBBS said he had promised to move this amendment

but he had not promised to present arguments in its favour. Indeed,
he believed this amendment would wreck the Bill and make it absolutely
worthless.
The CHAIRMAN ruled that the amendment was out of order; after

what had been accepted by the Committee.
Clause 18 was then agreed to.
The Committee reverted to Clause 6, which was in the following

terms, viz. :-
1. A county council shall be empowered to pay out of the county

funds as general expenses incurred by them in the execution of their
duties under the Local Government Act, 1888, any sum from time to
time required to make good a deficiency in the funds of the Central
Midwives Board.

2. Such expenses as the Treasury may certify to have been neces-
sarily incurred by the General Medical Council in the execution of this
Act shall be defrayed out of moneys provided by Parliament.
The CHAIRMAN said that the only part of this clause which came

before the Committee was the first sub-section, the financial resolution
with regard to the second sub-section not having been passed by the
House.
On the motion of the SOLICITOR-GENERAL the first sub-section was

struck out of the Bill.
A clause in these terms, "Any expenses under this Act payable by

the council of a county or county borough shall be defrayed out of the
county fund or out of the borough fund or borough rate, as the case
may be," was, on the motion of the SOLICITOR-GENERAL, inserted in
the Bill.
Three other new clauses were on the notice paper, but none of them

were moved and the Bill was ordered for report to the House of
Commons.

Appointments.
Successful applicants for Vacancies, Secretaries of Public Institutions,

and others possessing information suitable for this column, are
invited to forward it to THE LANcET Office, directed to the Sub-
Editor, not later than 9 o’clock on the Thursday morning of each
week, for publication in the next number.

AINSWOBTH, H. P., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed
Medical Officer for the Fourth Sanitary District of the North
Witchford Union, vice G. P. O’Connor, resigned.

BARON, H. N., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical
Officer for the Orford Sanitary District of the Plomesgate Union,
vice F. S. Flint, deceased.

BEVERIDGE, A. T. G., M.B., C.M. Aberd., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer, Aberdeen General Dispensary.

BOND, FRANCIS THOMAS. M. D. Lond., M.R.C.S., F.R.S. Edin., has been
re-appointed Medical Officer of Health for the Cirencester Rural
District Council.

BRAD BURNE, ARTHUR A., L.RC.P. & S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Glasg., late
House Surgeon at Teignmouth Hospital, has accepted an appoint-
ment under the War Office at Connaught Hospital, Aldershot.

BROADBENT, GEO., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Glasg., has been
appointed Medical Officer for the Maltby Sanitary District of the
Rotherham Union, vice W. H. Crossley, deceased.

CLARKE, ARTHUR EDWARD, M.B. Lond., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., has been
appointed House Physician to Guy’s Hospital, London.

COOPER, C. E., M.B., B.C. Cantab., has been appointed Certifying
Surgeon under the Factory Acts, for the Urban District of lvy-
bridge, the Civil Parish of Ugborough in Totnes Rural District,
and the Civil Parishes of Cornwood, Harford, and Ermington, in
Plympton St. Mary Rural District.

DALGARNO, J. J. Y., M.B., O.M.Aberd., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer, Aberdeen General Dispensary.

DAVIES, AUBREY H., B.A. Cantab., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., has been
appointed Assistant House Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, London.

DRACE, L, M.D. Oxon., B.Ch., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer of Health, Hatfield Rural District.

DRUMMOND, J., M.D. Glasg., has been appointed Medical Officer for
the Westoe Sanitary District of the South Shields Union.

DURBRIDGE, H., M.R.O.S., L.R.C.P., has been appointed Assistant
House Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, London.

EDKINS, J. S., M.B. Cantab., has been appointed a Joint Lecturer in
Physiology at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical School, London.

EvAVS, T., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Senior Assistant Medical
Officer for the Workhouse, Parish of St. Pancras, London.

EVELYN, W. A., M.D. Cantab., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been
appointed Honorary Physician to the York County Hospital.

FINDLAY, WM., M.D. Aberd., has been re-appointed Medical Officer,
General Dispensary, Aberdeen.

FIRTH, C., M.D. Lond., F.R.C.S. Eng., has been appointed Medical
Officer for the Children’s Homes of the Gravesend and Milton
Union.

GAITSKELL, H. A., M.A., M.B., B.C. Cantab., has been appointed
House Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, London.

GOSTLING, G. W., M.B. Lond., has been appointed Honorary Surgeon
to the York County Hospital.

GRIFFITHS, C. A., F.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond., has been appointed
Honorary Assistant Surgeon to the Cardiff Infirmary.

HALL, C. R., L.R.C.P. Edin., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer for the Third Sanitary District, Hatfield Union.

HAMILTON-KENNY, F., M.R.O.S., L.S.A., has been appointed Medical
Superintendent to the Gympie Hospital, Queensland, vice
Wm. Stewart Geddie, resigned.

HANDS, A., L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer of Health by the Wednesfield District Council.

HENDERSON, A., M.B., C.M.Aberd., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer, Aberdeen General Dispensary.

HILTON, C. T.., B. 9. Lond., has been appointed Assistant House Surgeon
in the Surgery at Guy’s Hospital, London.

HOPKIN, R., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical
Officer for the Second Sanitary District of the Llandovery Union.

HORN, A. E., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed Medical
Officer by the Chelsea Board of Guardians.

HURLEY, J., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Glasg., has been re-

appointed Medical Officer for the Magor Sanitary District of the
Newport Union, Mon.

JONES, D. W., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Edin., L.F.P.S.Glasg., has been
appointed Medical Officer for the Rotherham Sanitary District of
the Rotherham Union, vice J. Branson, resigned.

KNOTT, WM. M.D. Edin., has been appointed Vaccination Officer for
Middlesbrough.

LAMONT, J., M.B., C.M. Glasg., has been appointed Medical Officer
for the Workhouse, Poplar Union, vice T. E. Bowkett, resigned.

LAWSON, T. C., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical Officer for the
Longtown Sanitary District of the Dore Union, vice L. L. Thaine,
resigned.

LITTLE, ALEX. M., M.B., Ch. M. Edin., has been appointed Junior
House Surgeon to the Dispensary Hospital, Bury, Lanes.

MACNAMARA, A. P., M.B., B.Ch. Dub., has been appointed Medical
Officer for the Shrivenham Sanitary District of the Faringdon
Union, vice G. E. R. Nixon, deceased.

McMuRRAY, J. M.D. Irel., M.Ch., has been appointed Medical Officer
for the Kirkdale Branch Workhouse, parish of Liverpool.

MARRIOTT, 0., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., has been appointed Assistant House
Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, London.

MATHEWS, J. S., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., has been re-appointed
Medical Officer of Health by the Machynlleth Rural District
Council.

MICHELL, R. W., M.B., B.S. Cantab., F.R.C.S. Eng., has been appointed
for duty with the troops on active service in South Africa.

NEILD, NEWMAN, M.B., Ch.B. Vict., L.R.C.P.; M.R.C.S., has been
appointed Registrar to the Royal Hospital for Women and Children,
Bristol.

NORTHCOTT, JOHN FORD, B.A. Cantab., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., has been
appointed Assistant House Physician to Guy’s Hospital, London.

OssoRrt, A. G., M.B. Lond., has been appointed Assistant House
Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, London.

PEARsON, H. A., L.R.C.P. Lond., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., has been
appointed Medical Officer for the Fifth Sanitary District of the
Royston Union, vice F. A. Davey, resigned.

PiRiE, W. R., M.B., C.M. Aberd., has been re-appointed Medical Officer,
Aberdeen General Dispensary.

RANSOME. A. S., M.B., B.C., D.P.H.Cantab., has been re-appointed
Medical Officer by the Southgate Urban District Council.

REYS. W. L., L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical
Officer for the Aberdare Town Sanitary District of the Merthyr
Tydfil Union, vice D. Davies, resigned.

ROBERTS, ARTHUR M., F.R.C.S.Edin., has been appointed Aural
Surgeon to the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading.

SALMOND, J. L., M.B., C.M. Aberd., has been re appointed Medical
Officer, Aberdeen General Dispensary.

SHUFFLEBOTHAM, FRANK, M.A., M.B., B.C. Cantab., has been appointed
Assistant House Surgeon in the Surgery at Guy’s Hospital.
London.

STEWART, WALTER G., M.B.. B.S. Lond., has been sppointed Assistant
House Physician to Guy’s Hospital, London.


